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| Preſent 


BEING 


A Short and Succinct Ac couN T 


. OF FHE 


Meats Aa ire clean 
and unclean to them. 
3 manner of Killing. 

Their praying at Syna- 
$5 gue, and at home. 

heir Waſhing and Bath- 
ing themſelves. Their 
Marriage Ceremonies, Di- 
yorce. Precepts of the 
Women. Of Circumci- 
fon. Their Proſelites. Sy- 


ing. Contracts. Witneſſes. 
Oaths. Vows. Sickneſs. 
Death, Burial. Mourn- 
ing. Prayers for the Dead. 


Belief of ReſurreCtion. 
Paradiſe. Purgatory, Hell. 

Of their Prieſts 2 Rab- 
bins. Their manner of 


keeping the Sabbath. Paſ- 
ſover. The Tabernacles. 
And all others their Touts 


I Schools, Learn- 
'To which 


The 1 Articles of their 


and Faſts. 
are added. 


Faith, and an Account of the 


ſeveral Sects of the Fews, the Phariſeans, Sadduceans, and 
 Eſſeniens ; the Samaritan, Caraites, and Rabbiniſts, 


8 8 2 8 y=_ 


— — en 


I 0 N D 0 N: 
Printed ; and Sold by J. RoBERA T s in Warwick 
Lane. 178. 
F 


1 — — 
—ů—— — ——— — 2 5 he Re * ** 
— — — — 


ya _—_— - 
— — — 
— Ong — 


* „ 2 1 
umme - 
- 
K. AO — - 
— _ — — — — 2 


a 
» g — . 4. N k 
9 ere 
1 e eee eee 
md - « 1 5 Lan; A 
7 ION a 
ra IS 
— ie Al n , 
* cl 2 25 
* At 7 * 7 
"7 4 2 28 * 
e 
* 7 3 72 * 7 
1 74 
. 
* 
* 
— 
Ry: - 
* „ 
0 % 


. A1 
. 1 a 
l 2 * 


125 c 
KF ; 5 
i, ; ; 
n : p : 


* - 


2 SY IHE . Aa_— —— — 


— . IC 


— 


R E A D E R. 


Do 0 not undertake here 
Jn to ſearch into the An- 
5 tiquities of the Jewiſh 
3 Nation, but only to pre- 
n the Reader with a 
Fort E 8 of their Ceremon'es and 

| Rel! gious Practices. 

There have been publit'd | ſeveral 
Books upon this Subject; but ſome are 
too Voluminous, and others relate: many 
Ceremonies which are not praffiſed in 
theſe Parts: Wherefore, as the pre ſcut 
Fork has been careful 0 callcled row | 


£ > This 


© 
5 
1 
| 


To the READER. 


them all, and as for ſhortneſs and exe - 
aftneſs, it exceeds all that has been 


done before now of this Kind, I hope 


it will meet with a general Ap proba- 


tion, notwithſtanding it appears under 


the trifling Form of a Pamphlet. 
The Jewiſh Religion conſiſts in theſe 
three Articles: viz. Laws, Ceremonies, 
and Cuſtoms; which likewiſe derive from 
three different Originals, viz. the Writ- 
ten Law, the Oral E and the | 
Cuſtoms. 
Ihe Written fxow are thoſe 2 — 


that ere given them in the Deſart by 


| the Hand of Moſes, and are con- 
tained in the Pentateuch, i. e. froe Book 
of Moſes. | ONO. 
© The Oral Law is a Collection of the 
: Explanations that hade been made by their 
| Rabbins or Doctors, upon the Written 
Law, at di erent Times, in after 
Ages: at 
- "de Cuſtoms are ſuch trations, as 
hawve been introduc d at ſundry Times 
et ny a uy" 


41 


To the RE ADE R. v 
aul Places; for which Reaſon. they are 
calld Minhaghim or Cuſtoms. | 

That the Bos may com prehend the 
Nature of this Diſtinifion, po at the 
fame Time fee how the two latter Sorts 
are derived from the oft, 1 1 give 
him here one Example: 
Uuder the Article of Sabbath, we. 
find the Written Law forbids the Jews Y 
to work on that Day. The Oral Law 
commenting upon this Paſſage, mentions 
thirty nine Sorts of Work, and among 
others, carrying any thing from a pri- 
vate Place to a publick one. Now me 
1 on Perſons commenting again up- 
on this Article, ſay, that carrying a 
Handkerchief in ones Pocket is forbid- 
p = by Virtue of that Precept; which 
. is an Example of a Cuſtom. = 
IT have taken Care to quote all the 
Laws and Ceremonies that derive from 
theW ritten Law. Wherever the Reader 
fands any that are grounded upon other 
Parts ne Seriptare, but the five Books 


I 


1 
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To he READER. 


f Moſes: they come under the Deno- 
mination of the Oral Law: Of whic- 


however there are ſome that are obh 
ſerv d as ftrittly as the Written Law 


it ſelf: As the Fuft of Thiſa beab, 
Ce. 

As to the Written alt Oral Lt, h 
there is no material Difference, nor in- 


deed ſearce any betwem the Jews, how 


Far ſoever at a Diſtance one from the 
other. But concerning the Cuſtoms, they 
Vary confi derably, particularly the Spa- 
_ or Portuguele, and Germans, 
 berwixt whom there is almoſt as great 1 


an Animoſi ſy 4 as betavixt Calviniſts and 
Lutherans. 


It Would be tedious to mention here 
every Artic le wherem theſe two Nations 


diſſent from each other. The chief Dj 


ference is about ther Liturgy, and the 


manner of fmging their Prayers and other 
Religious Rites at Synagogue, which are ſo 


conſi ce rable rhat wy camsot wor ſhip to- 


gether, 


To the READER. 
gether, but always | build them * ſe- 
parate Synagogues. 
The German and Poliſh Jews are 


thought zo be of the Tribe of Benja- 
min, and are much preciſer than the 


Portugueſe, in obſerving a great Num. 


ber of trifling Ceremonies. 


The Spaniſh and Portugueſe pretend- 


"4 ing to be of the Tribe of Judah, claim 
the Preheminence, both becauſe their 


Kings were of that Tribe, and that they 
expelt the Meſſiah 10 be born of them; 
for which Reaſon it is, that they care 


not to inter-marry with the Germans. 


But how vain this Diſtindtion is, will 


ſo oon appear to any one that confiders how 


that Nation have been ſcattered over 


the whole Globe, and lived like Va- 


grants almoſt one Thouſand ſeven Hun- 


dred Tears, , without ever being able to 
jorm —_— into a regular Body 


Eur. | 
The Ce: emonies 5 the Jews have 


5 


cauſed * e among ſi the 
learned, 


vii 


vil 


lerne. Sbm are of Ophiiin, 
the many Ceremonies am Rites were en- 
Johnell them in the Defart only for a 
mark of Diftinffion from other Nations, 
ar 50 h Ft 4 thin Coar put upon 
n to diſt Migniſß hn ” from his Brethren. 
Others ſay, and pretend to demonſtrate 
it from Antiquity, that they were in 
# n Ae li den of - he 
Egyptian Wor ſhip : And that, as it 
was nereſſary r e iontmt Miltitudz ; 
fronld' be kept in aue, by a great man 
ceremonious Precepts, the pompous Ap- | 
 pearance and ſolemn Offa of of their 
Prieſte; % it Is very probable that 
had imbib'd in their Touth among the 
Egyptians, mary bf their Super flirionis, 
_ which it was tmpoſſible ro remove from . 
that ob flare and perverſe People (as 
Scripture calls em) without a Miracle. 
Dur Divomes take great Pains to male 
all the Ceremonies of the five Books of 
| Moſes appear myſtical to us, with re-. 
lation to the New Te Nen: And where 


To the RAApIE 


oy 


that 


_ 


is To the READER 

M they cannot ſurreed eaſily, they ſcru- 
ple not to flram the Letter for the 
ſake of the Senſe. The Naturaliſts are 


> leſs defirous of di covering Phyſi- 


cal Reaſons for every one of them: 
As for their frequent waſhing them- 


ſelves, they ſay that was neceſſary in 


thoſe hot Climates, to keep them faweet 


and clean. The Sabbath was order d 
as 4 Day of Reſt in favour of their 


Servants, Slaves and Cattle. They 
eat no Pork, becauſe that Fleſh is 


very rank in thoſe Parts, and apt to 
| Cauſe the Leproſy: They eat no Blood, 
becauſe the generality of the eaſtern Sa- 


ges believed in Tranſm migration, and 
that Life was lode'd in the Blood: 
That they pratliſed Circumciſion, , be- 
cauſe the foreskins of the Nations in- 


habiting thoſe Countries, are very long, 
and cauſe a great many Inconventences, 
for which Reaſon Mahomet alſo en- 
joined that Precept to his Followers 3 


a a and 


ix 


To the READER. 


and is now prackiſed in Turkey, E- 


gypt, Arabia, and Perſia, G. 
Nhat Thoughts ſoever We May frame 


our ſelves upon this Subject, the Jews 
think quite otherwiſe. We ſind in the 
Old Teſtament, that they not only put 
5 great Streſs Upon. the form of their 


I br ſeip, but even negletted the eſſen- 


_ tial Part of Religion for the ſake of the 


 wohtly underfiood, in ſome time after, 
| pollefed [ boſe (Y. amentalions 2 fo two 


| Ceremonies; and at laſt became by Super- g 
5 fitien at Prejudice, the nurſmg Mo- 


ther of Ignorance, to be meer Hypocrites, 
for which their Prophets and Chriſts 


Apoſtles, very ſeverdy reproved them, 
but to no Purpoſe. They obſtmately 
perfi ified in their ways, and that Spi- 
rit has rum in the Veins of that Na- 


bian through all Ages. 


un the Tews came to be di (pers ” 
their Rabbins or Doctors being afraid 
that the Practices that were then in vogue 


might be forgotten, and the Law not 


Books, 


Fo the READER. 
Books, viz. the Miſnah and Talmud, 
which make many Volumes, and vaſtly 
exceed the Bulk of the Bible itſelf. 
They vended them under the ſpecious Ti= 
tle of moſaical Traditions, although the 
greateſt Part of them had no other Foun- 
dation, than the Ambition of having 
their particular Decifions and Whimfies, 
(of which the Talmud is full) to paſs for 

Oracles pronounced upon the Mount Sinai. 
Since that time their Succeſſors have 

| commented again upon thoſe Books, and 
1 enjoined their Explanations as Precepts 
to be ob ſerved, under the Title of Cu- 
i ſoms : So that the Laws, Ceremonies, 
| and Cuſtoms of the Jews, are Fwelled 
to an incredible Number, and increaſe 
daily; and it is to bs feared that their 
| ſuper ſtitious Ceremonies will, like Weeds,” 
out. grow, and over- ſbade, and at laſt 
quite ſtifle the M orality intended by 
the Written Law. 
The firſt Jews indeed had a Ne. otion 

of Divinity given them, and 4 moſt 
„„ ercelſen⸗ 


x ii 


To the READER. 


excellent Moral, and the Foundation of | 


all Laws, in the Ten Commandments. 
But it is very remarkable, that Moles 


never ſo much as mentions a future 
State, and it is probable they had no 


| Notion of it; for had they known any 
thing of that Dothrme, it may very | 
well be ſuppos d that the Promiſe of 
eternal Bleſſing would have bem anner! 
20 the Commandments, as a much greater 
| Reward than temporal Enjoyment. 5 
Daniel xii. 2. # the firſt that 
ſpeaks plain of Reſurrettion. And as 
it doth not appear by any Books of Scrip- 
ture written before his time, that this 
Opinion was received among the Jews, 


it is likely they learn d it during the 
Captivity 3 for whatever the Pſalmiſt 


may have ſung of that matter, it may 


all be interpreted another wy. 


M hether they received it, as ſome'ſay 
Daniel did his Knowledge, from the Ea- 
ſtern Sages, or from immediate Inſpiration, 
that is very difficult to determine. In 
Chriſt's 


- Aa P IE _ 8 n 4 


To the READER. 
Chrift's time the Sadduceans, a con- 


fiderable Seb of the Jews (that would 


underſtand the Bible, no otherwiſe than 


according to the Letter) demed the 


Immortality of the Soul, which is a Proof 


that Doftrine was nor very clear at 


8 that ti 
pat lime. 
< 

2 


In the time of the Maccabees, a- 
bout four Hundred Tears after Daniel, 
this Doctrine was ſo far improved, that 
they not only believed the Inmortalj 


of the Soul, but alſo a Purgatory; for 


they prayed for their deceaſed Brethren. 


If this had been an Article of Faith 
in the Judges and Kings time, it is 


probable that there would have been 


Mention made of Prayers offered for 


| their Dead, when they received and 


gave ſo many fatal Overthrows : whereas 
it is only ſaid, that they bemoaned 
their Dead or wept over them ſo ma- 
ny Days. The preſent Jews do una- 
nimouſiy believe in Reſurrection, Pur- 
gatory, Paradiſe, and Hell, as the 
N Reader 
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To: the READER. 


Reader will fee in their . 0 "© 
Faith. MD 


What San the primirive Jews 


had concerning a future State, or how 


that Opinion was introduced, perhaps is 
worth the Conſideration of ſome abler Pen 
than mine. IT dare not enlarge upon it 


here, it being my Deſign only to lay down 


the Heads of the Jewiſh Ceremonies as 


they are obſerved at this preſent time: 
Wherefore I conclude this Introduction, 


and recommend my ſelf to the Reader. 


Fe: 
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Of their Proſelytes = 
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E A TS that are clean and unclean 
to them, and their Manner of 
Page 2 
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Their Dreſs and ſhaving their Beards 5 
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nagogue 5 
Their waſhing and bathing n 8 
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Bd 

I9 
Of their Learning 19 
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The Faſt of Tiſha beab — 4 
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The Feaft of Purim — — 43 
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An Account of the ſeveral Sets of the 
Jews, viz. Phariſeaus, Sadduceans, and 


_ Effeniens, the Samaritans, Caraites, and 


| Rabbiniſts, hs 40, 0. 


Cuſtoms and Ceremonies 


"OF THR 


Preſent 7EWS, &c. 


HE moſt obvious, and per- 
DUCT 4 # ; r HAI © 

| haps the moſt troubleſome 
Ceremony of the Fewiſh 


Law, is that about their 


have been dreſs'd by their own Cooks, 


and the Kitchen and Table Utenſils 
be -purified by Fire (which they call 


Caſheer'd) according to the Law. 


W- ---- -*:- Bide 


— eating. For by their man- 
ner of killing the Animals that are 
_ clean to them, and particular way of 
dreſſing their Meats, they are not only 
diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt of Man- 
kind, but alſo debarr'd from the plea- 
ſure of eating with any other but their 
own People. Or when they do eat at 
a Chriſtian Table, their Meats muſt 


R 
Their Meals admit not of a great 
variety of Diſhes, by reaſon of the many 
Meats that are forbidden them, and they 
are often ftreightned for want of Pro: 
viſion, when they have no body that 
is qualifi'd to kill for them; or when 
the Beaſt proves unfit for their Table; 
Which often happens, as we ſhall ob- 
rr ĩ ĩ 
They are very ſtrict in theſe Mat- 
ters, and reckon it deſiling themſelves, 
if they ſhould, even involuntarily, tranf- 
greſs any one of the Laws ſet down 
r {4.3 : 
or They are forbidden to eat of any Ani- 
ferbidien mal, but ſuch only as part the Hoof, 
them and and chew the Cud; as Oxen, and Sheep. 
their man- 5 | ; . i 
ner of lil. But not Rabbets, Hares, nor Swine, nor 
ung. any Fiſh that has not Scales and Fins; 
nor Birds of Prey, nor Reptils; which 
we find expreſs'd at large, Levit. xi. 
And for this Reaſon, they eat no- 
thing which is dreſſed by any other 
People, nor uſe any of their Kitchen 
Utenſils, for fear they ſhould have had 
in them any of theſe prohibited Meats; 
nor will they uſe other Peoples Knives 
and Forks, upon the ſame Account, 
They do not eat the Sinew of the 
Thigh, becauſe it is forbidden eſp in 


By) © 


Gen. xxxii. Wherefore in many places 
in taly, and in Germany eſpecially, they 
do not eat the hinder Quarters, becauſe 
this Sinew is in them, and requires 


much exactneſs to be taken away; and : 


there are but few, that can cut it out 
as it ſhould be. 
The cutting the Throat 4 any Beaſt, 
5 un be performed by a Perſon that has 
learn'd i it, and has a Licence from their 
Prieſt. He muſt cut the Gullet with a 
ſharp Knife, that has no notches in it, 


and let the Blood fall upon the dry 


Ground, or Aſhes, and afterwards co- 
ei 
They may not kill a Cow. and her 


Calf both on the ſame Day. The ſame 
Rule they obſerve as to Sheep, and 


Goats, Lev. xxii. and xxviti. | 
If any of thoſe Beaſts or Birds, that 


are Lawful for them to eat, dyes of it 


ſelf, or is killed after another Manner 


chan their own, they may not eat of 


Alſo if they find any Impoſtume 


in Beaſts, or that the Lungs are any 


ways touched (all which things they di- 


 ligently ſearch for, after they have cut 


the Throat) they "may not eat of it, 
Exod. xxiil. They may not eat the 
Blood of any Beaſt, or Fowl, Lev. xvii, 

= where- 
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wherefore they lay their Meat in Salt 

an Hour before they dreſs it, and waſh 

it afterwards, that it may be quite 
cleanſed from the Blood, 

As for the Fiſhes which they are 
permitted to eat, they are not forbid- 
den to eat their Blood, nor even to eat 

them when they die of themſelves. 

They eat not Fleſh, and Milk, But- 
ter, or Cheeſe, at the ſame Meal: 

Which they ground by Tradition upon 

Exod. xxii. where it is ſaid, Thou ſhalt 

not ſeeth a Kid in bis Mothers Milk. 

Whence it is, that they not only for- 
bear to eat them mix d together, either 
raw or dreſs'd, but alſo never eat 

Milk or any thing made of it, when 
they have eat Fleſh, till an Hour after: 

Becauſe they ſay, that the Remains of 

ſome of the Fleſh may be ſtill between 

che Teeth, which is mix d afterwards 
With the Milk. But they may eat 
Milk, Butter, or Cheeſe firſt, and Fleſh 
_afterwar.i's. : CRE he EF 
Wherefore they have particular Veſ- 
ſels for dreſſing of Fleſh, and others for 
Milk, &c. Allo a Set of Diſhes, Plates, 
Knives, and Forks, for Meat, and an- 
other for Butter, Milk, and Cheeſe, 


The 


* 
. RA. 2 4 


The Veſſels which they uſe about 
their Cookery, and which they eat in, 
if made of Earth or Wood, muſt all 
be bought new, for fear ſome of the 
forbidden Meats ſhould have been in 
them, and penetrated through them. 
But if they be made of Metal or Stone, 
they either ſcoure them with hot Aſhes, 
or ſcald 'em in boiling Water; and 
. may Uſe «»˖!˖( [ ĩ˙ĩ˙ 
| Before they ſit down to Table they f 1. 
waſh their Hands. When they have h. 
taken their Seats, the Maſter of the 
Houſe ſays a ſhort Bleſſing over the 
Bread, and gives to every one about 
the quantity of a large Olive, which 
they eat; and then begin the Meal. 
They take preat Care not to fling 
any Bread or Meat on the Ground, lett 
they ſhould be thought to deſpiſe the 
c S 
When they have done eating, and 
if there be three or more of 'em that 
have eaten together, the Maſter of the 
| Houſe moſt commonly fays a pretty 
| long Thankſgiving in Hehreu, ſetting; 
and that done, they waſh their Hands 
%%% PIR 
It is unlawſul or a 7e to wear * . 5 
any Garment that is mix'd with Lin-. 


their 
NCB Beard:. 


(6) 


nen and Woollen, according to that of 
Lecit. xix. Neither ſhall a Garment 


come upon 
7hee. And hence they do not line 


of Linnen and Woollen 


Woollen Garments with Linnen Cloth, 
nor ſow them with Linnen Thread; nor 


on the contrary, Tevit. xix. 27. It is 
ſaid, ye Hall not round the Corners of 


your Heads; neither ſhalt thou mary 
the Corners of thy Beard. Wherefore 


ſome of em ler their Beards grow, and 


never Shave or Trim them : Others, 


thinking that the Uſe of the Razors is 

only forbid here, they clip their Beards 
with Scizzars, and thoſe that Shave their 
Faces, leave a ſmall Lock of Hair on 


each Temple. 


Numb. xv. 38. They are command- | 


ed to wear Taſſels to the four Corners 
of their Garment : But as that would 


make them ridiculous to the Nations 
where they live, they wear over their 
Shirts, a ſquare Frock of Silk, Stuff, 
Kc. that hangs down before and be- 


| hind, and has a Taſſel of eight white 


Woollen Threads, to each of the Cor- 


ners; This they call Zizit. 


Some of them obſerve when they dr es 
in the Morning, te put on the right 
; Stocking firſt; that being the molt for- 


tunate 


(2 


tunate Side, They hold it alſo unde- 


cent to $9 about without a Girdle about 
the Mi 
of the Body from the lower. 


The Women dreſs in the faſhionable 


Habits of the Country; but on their 


Wedding Day, they cover their Hair, 


wearing either a Peruke or Dreſſing of 
ſome other Hair, that imitates their own; 


and they muſt never appear in theirown 
any more. However, moſt of them 
only wear ſome falſe Locks on the 


Fore-Head, and are not ſcrupulous of 
ſhewing their own on the hind Part 
of the Head. $#s 


+ They muſt accuſtom themſelves to 
eaſe their Body in the Morning, * 
ſoon as they riſe, and then waſh their 


Hands, that they may go clean to 


Prayers. They go to Prayers at Home n what 
and at Synagogue, three times 4 ome 

Day, iz. In the Morning, at three 7 pays 
a Clock in the Afternoon, and at „ eee 


beginning of the Night; beſides a yagogae. 


ſhort Set of Prayers which they are 
to fay before they lye down, 
When they ſay their Morning Prayer, 


the Men, vis. from 13 Years and up- 
ward, (for the Women never do) put 


on their Frontlets round their Head and 


— 


dle, to divide the upper Part 


lelt 
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left Arm, according to Deut. vi. 8. At 
the Synagogue, beſides the Front lets, 
they put ona ſquare Woollen Veſtment, 
with Pendants faſtned to each of the 


four Corners, which they call Taled; 


ſome put it round their Shoulders, o- 
thers over their Head, to prevent looks 


ing one way or other. 


The Form of Prayer, 1s very differs 


1 5s . 


ent between the German and Spaniſh | 
| Fews, however they agree in the prin- 


cipal Part thereof, . 
When there are ten Men come to- 
gether, each of them 13 Lears and a 
Day old, (for if there be not ten ſuch 
Perſons, they cannot ſing their Prayers 
ſolemnly) the Chaunter or Cazan, be- 


gins the Prayers with a loud Voice, 


and all the reſt follow him in the ſame 


Manner, Thoſe that know not the 


 FHlbrew Tongue, read their Prayers in 


tho' many 


Their 
waſhing 
and bath- 
ing them- 
ſelves.” 


the Lang they are Maſters of, al- 
ing them in Hebrew, with- 

out undet{tanding what they ſay. 
It was ordained in the Law, that 
whoſoever touched a dead Body, rhe 
Carcaſs of any creeping Inſect, or a 


Loeper, or menſtruous Perſon, &c. ſhould 


be unclean untill he had bathed him- 
ſelf; but for as much as the Reaſon 
. 


(9). 


was becauſe ſuch Perſons were forbid- 


den to enter into the Temple; now the 


Temple is deſtroy'd, they ſay, all theſe 


Precepts are ceaſed alſo. By the Ap- 


pointment of Ezra, he, whoſe Seed of 
Copulation had gone from him, was to 
be unclean : But that being afterwards 


4 


found too troubleſome to be obſerved, 


it was at length wholly diſpenſed with. 


The Men having entirely freed them- 


ſelves of this troubleſome Law, the 


Women only remain Subjects to it. 5 


When a Woman perceives that her 


Menftrua come upon her, ſhe is obliged 


to give her Husband notice of it; who 
mult withdraw from, and not touch 
her, during that time. When they are 
over, ſhe cuts her Nails, combs her 
Head, and waſhes herſelf in a Tub. 
Afterwards ſhe muſt go to a Bath, or 


River at leaſt three 'Yards deep, and 


duck herſelf ſtark naked over Head and 


Ears: And if there remain but the leaſt 


Part of her Body unwaſhed, inſomuch 
thatſhould ſhe have but a ftreight Ring 
on her Finger, ſo that the Water can- 
not come under it, the Bathing ſignifies 
nothing.; ſhe mult rake off the Ring, 
and plunge again, 5 
e Wben 


* 


— 


wy 


When a Woman is brought to Bed, 


ſhe is unclean alſo: Seven Weeks for a 
Boy, and three Months for a Girl, and 


WDheir 
marriage 
Ceremony 
and Di- 
 Vorce. 


then ſhe muſt Bathe as before. 


They are obliged to Marry, to ful- 
fill the Commandment, increaſe and 
multiply. A Few may have as 
many Wifes as he pleaſes, and can 
maintain, as may be proved from ſe- 
veral Paſſages in Scripture : The Eaſt- 
erns make uſe of that Liberty, but the 
Europeans not, except when a Man 
has lived many Years with his Wife, 
and no Children by her. This Law no 
doubt was given in conſideration that 
their Women, ſo often, are unqualified 
for the Husbands Embrace. 
A Man may marry his Couſin Ger- 
man, but not his Aunt; becauſe ſhe 
being bis Aunt, has a Superiority, and 
yet as a Wife, ſhould be ſubject to her 
 Husband, A Widdow muſt not mar- 
ry till 90 Days after the deceaſe of her 
Husband, that it may be certainly 
known whether ſhe be with Child by 
„„ it: 
The Weddings are uſually celebrated 
in the increaſe of the Moon. If it be 
a Maid, on Wedneſday, or Friday, be- 
cauſe in former Time, the Judges uſed to 
= ſet 


—_ 7 10 


1 
ſet to do Juſtice, on Thurſday; ſo that 
if the Bridegroom had any thing to ob- 
ject againſt the Bride's Virginity, he | 
might have her before the Judge, the 
next Day, The Widdows are com- 
monly marry'd on Thurſday. 
At the time agreed upon for the 
Wedding, the Bride and Bridegroom 
are conducted under a Canopy, over 
which there is ſpread one of thoſe ſquare 
Veſts called Taled, over the Heads of 
both Bridegroom and Bride. 
Then the Rabbi, or Chanter of the 
Synagogue, or the neareſt Relation, 
takes a Cup of Wine in his Hand, and 
after he has bleſſed God for having 
created Man and Woman, and inſtitu- 
ted Matrimony, he gives both the Bride- 
groom and Bride ſome of it to drink. 
Then the Bridegroom puts the Ring 
upon the Bride's Finger, in the Preſence 
_ of two Witneſſes, which uſually are 
Rabbins, and ſays, Lo, thou art my 
Wiſe according to the Rites of Moles, 
and of Iſrael. Then they read the 
Writings of their Dowries, in which 
the Bridegroom obliges himſelf, in con- 
ſideration of the Portion he has received, 
to maintain her, live with her, &c. 
and obliges himſelf to the Performance 
„„ C2: thereof, 
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thereof, by Writing. Then they take 


another Veſſel of Wine, and fing ſix Be- 


nedictions, and give the new erte 
Couple ſome of it to drink; the reſt 


they pour on the Ground, in token of 


| Mirth. The Bridegroom takes the 


empty Cup or Glaſs, and daſhes it on 


: — Ground, and breaks it: The mean- 


ing of which is, to mix with their 
; Mirth, the remembrance.of Death. At 


that inſtant, all the Aſſembly cry out 


Maal ton, Good Luck. Then the 


Come ord. 
The Sabbath following, i in the Mort- 


ing, the new married Couple go to the 


Synagogue, and when they come to 
read in the Pentateuch, they call up 


the Bridegroom to read, who then 
5 ee very large Alms, and all thoſe 


hat are invited, do the like. 


In moſt places the new married Man 
ſtays at the wedding Houſe, the firſt 


ſeven Days, wirhout ſtirring abroad, 
and makes merry with his Friends. 


If the Woman dyes without Child- 5 


ren, the Husband returns to his Wife's 


Family, the Sum as they agreed upon 


before Marriage: which however is 


very different in one Place from another. 


A Man may divorce his Wife for Adul- 


zery, nay, even upon a ſtrong Suſpicion, 
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Ir a little Girl that is an Orphan, has 
been contracted to a Man whom ſhe 
doth not like, ſhe may break the Match 
at any time, before the comes to be a 
Woman, which is at the Age of twelve 
Years, by faying only before two Wit- 
neſſes, that ſhe will not have him. 
W hoever, either by Force or Perſua- Deflowring 
ſion, deflowers a Maid, is liable to mar- V 
5 her, if. ſhe and her Father deſire it, 
and cannot be divorced from her as long | 
as he lives; Deut. xxii. Or elſe he muſt 
give her a Sum of Money to make amends 
for the Lofs of her Honour and Vir- 
ginity. 
Whatever is unlawful for the Men, is Precepts of 
fo likewiſe to the Women : But the! ns. 


| Rabbins have declared, that they ought. 


to be excuſed in ſome affirmative Pre- 
cepts, conſidering the Weakneſs of their 
Sex, and the Employment they have up- 
on them in ſerving their Husbands, who 
only look upon them as their honorary | 
Servants. There are only three Precepts, 
which they are particularly oblig'd- to 
obſerve. The firſt is to keep themſelves 
at a diſtance from their Husbands, during 
the Time of their Menſtrua, and to bathe 
themſelves afterwards. The ſecond is 
to take out a Piece of Dough when they 
h knead 
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knead it, which uſed formerly to be 


given to the Prieſt. The third is to 
light the Lamp on Friday Evening, for 
the Sabbath; as we ſhall obſerve when 
we come to ſpeak of the Sabbath. _ 

When a Man has a Son born, his 


Fricnds wiſh him Joy, and ſome uſe to 
put little Papers in the four Corners - 
the Woman's Chamber that is in Child- 


bed, upon which they write Adam and 
Five, away Lilit, together with the 
Names of three Angels, to preſerve the 


Woman and Child from Witch-craft. 


Lilit, according to the Zewwiſh Fables, 
was Adam's firlk W. ife, who defiring to 


be Miſtreſs, and refuling to ſubmit to 


fam, vaniſh'd away by a magical Se- 
cret; they take her for a Night Spectre, 
1 a great Enemy to Perſons that lye 


in, and Children newly born. 


The Father is oblig'd to have his Son 
Cireumcis'd on the eighth Day, as Abra- 


bam was commanded: Gen. xvii. He 
that is eight Days old, hall be Circum- 


cis among 1 0h. and Ferit. xii. This 


may not be done before the eighth Day; 
if the Child be ill, it may be put off, 


8 t he is recover d. 


The Godfather is to hold the Child, 


while he is Circumeisd, and the God 


mother 
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mother carries him from the en to 


the Synagogue, and back again; but 


the rich People commonly have this 


Ceremony performed at home. Any 


one amongſt them, may apply himſelf 
to the Buſineſs of Circumciſing; and as 
they reckon it a great Merit to be a 


Circumciſer, they ſeldom do it for In- 


tereſt. If the Father be a Circumciſer, 
he may Circumciſe his Son himſelf : 


The manner in which | it is performed, 


is as follows. 


They ſet two Chairs, the fineſt they 


have, one for the Godfather to ſet in, 
whilſt he holds the Child to be Circum- 


ciſed; the other, ſome ſay, is for the 


Prophet Elias, whom they believe in- 


viſibly to be preſent at all Circumci- 
ſions. 


The Circumciſer brings with him a 


| Razor, aſtringent Powders, Lint, and 


Oy! of Roſes. 

When the Godmother brings and 
delivers the Child to the Godfather, 
then all that are preſent cry out Baruch 
Aba, that is J/elcome. Then the God- 
father takes his Seat, and places rhe 
Child on his Knees; The Circumciſer 
unſwaths him, and with a pair of Silver 


Vinchers, taking up the Fore-skin, he 


detigns 


(16) 


deſigns to cut off, he ſays, __ art 


thou O Lord, who haſt enjoyn d us Cir- 
cumci ſion, and cuts off the thicker Skin 
of the Prepuce, and with his Thumb 
Nails, tears the thinner Skin which re- 


mains. In the mean time all that are 
preſent ſing Hymns, and the Father joins 


with them, to give God thanks for this 
„ C 77 
The Circumciſer ſucks the Wound 


two or three Times, and ſpits the Blood 


into a Cup of Wine; then he puts uf 


the Wound Powder of Dragon's Blood, 
of Coral, or other Styptics, and Lints 
dipp'd in Oil of Roſes, and binds it up 
cloſe, and dreſſes the Child, 9 1 
After this, he takes a Cup of Wine, 
and having bleſſed it, he ſays another 


Bleſſing for the Child, and gives him 
the Name his Father orders, ſaying 
theſe Words, Ezeck. xvi. I {aid unto 
thee, when thou waſt in thy Blood, 


lie. And at the ſame Time he wets 


the Child's Mouth with the Wine, 

which he ſpat the Blood into. 
Then they ſay the whole 128th Palm, 

and that done, the Godfather returns the 


Child to the Godmother, who carries 
him to his Mother; and all that are 
preſent tell the Father, that zhey hope 


— 
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ſee his Son married too. And then the 

Ceremony 1s over. 

The Circumciſer ſends Sweet Meats, 
or ſome other Preſent to the Lying-in 
Woman, or Money if the Parents be 
poor: He goes every three or four 
Hours to look after the Child's Wound, 
and moſt commonly it is cured in 
twenty four Hours. 
When a Girl is Born, they uſe no 
| Ceremony, only that at the begining 
of the Month, when the Mother is gor 
up, and goes to Synagogue, the Chaun- 
ter bleſſes the Girl, and gives her ſuch 

a Name, as the Father pleaſes. 

IT Child dye before he is Circum- 
ciſed, ſome uſe tocircumciſe him with a 
Reed, before they bury him. And if a 
Man, in an advanced Age, turn Jeu, 
and cares not to undergoe Circumciſion, 
they Circumciſe him after his Death, 
elſe he muſt not be admitted in their 
burying Ground. 

If the firſt Child a Woman has, is a 0 re- 
Boy, tho' the Father has had Children = 
betore, it belongs to the Prieſt, Exog, Bors. 
Xlil. But the Father redeems him in 
the manner following, 

When the Child is full thirty Day 8 

old, they ſend for any Prieſt of the . 

D 


mily 


C 


mily of Aaron, as the Father pleaſes: 
A great many People come to the 
Houſe, and the Father brings a Baſon 
with ſome Gold and Silver in it, and 
ſets it before the Prieſt, and brings him 


the Child. The Prieſt asks the Mother, 
Madam, is this your Son, She anſwers, 
Yes. Had you never (ſays the Prieſt) 
any other Child, neither Boy, nor Girl, 
falſe Birth nor Miſcarriage ? She An- 
ſwers, No. Then (ſays he) this Child 
 belougs to me, as being the firſt Born; 
and turning about to the Father, lays, 
If you hace a mind to him, you muſt re- 
deem him. This Gold and Silver, 
(ſays the Father) zs at your Service upon 
that Account. Will you redeem him 
then? (ſays the Prieft.) Yes T will, fays 
the Father, Fery well (ſays the Prieſt 
with a loud Voice, turning himſelf to 3 
the Company) this Child, as being the 1 
firſt Born, belongs to me, as it is ſaid 7 


in Numbers xvi. And thoſe that are i 
70 be redeemed, from a Month old ſbalt tl 
7 hou redeem, according to thine Eftima- © 1 
tion, for the Money of five Shekels : 1 "bo 
take this by way of Exchange, and takes t 
hve Crown Pieces, or five Guineas, ac- it 
cording he pleaſes, and returns the Child | I. 
to the Parents: But if the Father and WW h 


Mother 


Mi G 
Mother be of the Family of the Teritet, 
they do not redeem their firſt Born. || 
Ick any one deſires to turn Few, three P of thelt + 
Rabbins ate obliged to examine him % Wi 
ſtrictly, and ce If it is not for ſome 
worldly End, that he has taken that Ol 
RKeſolution. They muſt in a ſerious We 
manner, give him to underſtand, that il 
the Moſaick La is very rigid, and FRA -- 
the Zews at preſent are a People very 
much deſpiſe. and tell him it would 
be better for him to continue as he is. 
Ik notwithſtanding this, lle continues 
in his Reſolution, they Circumciſe him: 
And when he is wel again, he is bathed 
in Water all over, in the Preſetice of 
thoſe Rabbins; and afterwards ac- N 5 
counted a good Few. ep [4 
As ſoon asa Child is able to p ron earnings | 
nounce clear, they teach him to read 
Hebrew, and afterwards, to explain the 
Bible, moſt commonl. withour ſhew- 
ing him any thing of Ser Then 
they learn to read without Points, 
Which are their Vowels, and thoſe that 
have good Parts, go on immediately to 
the 77 zah, and other things belong- 11 
ing to the Explanation of their oral - jr. 
Law; which they reckon the beſt and e 
higheſt Study. So that they ſeldom lay 1. 
D 2 1 : 
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nagog ue. 


render the Genius very trifling. Where 


(20) 


the true Foundations for ſolid Learning. 


And if they did, could hardly ſucceed, 


whilſt they are wrapt up in the Specu- 
lation of inſignificant Niceties, which 
needs muſt weaken the judgment, and 


fore, and as moſt of their Rabbins or 


: Doors hold it even unlawful, to meddle 
with any other Study, but that of the | 


Law, and the Art of Phyſick, it is very 


ſcarce to meet with a learned Man a- 


Their Sy- 


on the inſide, or wainſcoted, or Hanged. : 
There are Benches to fit on, in which 


mongſt them. 
They build their Synagogues either 


above or below Stairs, or ina part of a 


Houle, according as they have Conve- 
nience. The Walls are either whitened, 


they commonly make Cheſts, to put 


Books, or other things in. There are 


a great many Lamps and wax Candles, 


to enlighten the Room, At the Doors 
there are Boxes, where every one puts 
in what Money he pleaſes, which is 


diſtributed amongſt the Poor. 


At the Eaſtern End there is an Ark, 1 
or Preſs, which they call Aaron, w where. 


in are kept the five Books of Moſes, 
written on Parchment, with Ink made 


on d. FPhrpact. And ſo exact muſt they 
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be in Writing it, that if they ſhould 
miſs one Letter, the Copy is not fit to 

be read at Synagogue, _ 4 
This Pentateuch is written on long 
pieces of Parchment, ſew'd together 
with Thongs, cut out of the Hide of a 


clean Beaſt, and rolled upon two Sticks, 


by which means they fold and unfold it 


as they pleaſe. They embelliſh theſe 
Sticks with ſilver Handles, a Coronet 
of Silver on the Top, and ſome ſilver 


Bells hanging down; And for the better 


preſerving the Pentateuch, it is wrap'd 
up in a Cover of Linnen or Silk, which 
the Women embroider in the beſt man- 
ner they are able, and make an Offer- 


ing of it. 


here are ſometimes two, four, ten, 


or more of theſe Books, in the Ark. 


In the midſt of the Synagogue there 


is a fort of a Desk, made of Wood, 
raiſed ſomewhat high, upon which they 
reſt the Pentateuch when they read in it, 
and which they lean upon, when they 
preach or read Prayers. 3 


There is a Place, either above Stairs 


or below, incloſed with wooden Lattices, 


where the Women go to ſay their Pray- 
ers, and ſee every thing that is done, 
JJ; oo: -- 
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they always hive different Synagogues. 


73. Their Circumſtances are ſuch, that 


- Trading they are almoſt every where prohibited 


. 
- 


ad Un. to purchaſe Lands; wherefore Hey 
chiefly apply themſelves to Trade. They 


» 


have allow'd themſelves the Liberty of 
taking Uſury, notwithſtanding it is 


ſaid in Deut. xxiii. 19. Unto a Stranger 
thou mayſt lend upon Uſury, but unto thy 
Brother thou ſhalt not lend upon Uſury ; 


becauſe as they are not ſuffered to get a 
Living as others, which are Brethren by 
Nature, they pretend they may do it 


Tawny. 


But as their Conſciences can diſpence 
with this Law, by reaſon of the muta- 
tion of Affairs, it is to be admired why 
they ſhould not neglect alſo many Ce- 
remonies of little moment, that are be- 


come ridiculous for the fame reaſon. 


All 


88 OY 3 "wakes, 
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All Contracts are concluded, by each 3 Con- 
of the Parties touching a skirt of the 
Garments about the Witneſſes, and 
they ſtand good, if there be two Wir- 
neſſes. Ws "Ii 
If a Man would have a Writing ir in 4 
force for Ever, and in all Places, he WE! | 
confirms it, by adding three more to A 
the Former, and theſe three are called is! 
Judges of this Cale. RR 
In the greateſt Part of the World, 14 
the principal Rabbins determine the | il 
Differences that ariſe, let them be of " 
what nature they will. In criminal = "n 
Matters, they ſubmit to the Laws ß 3 | ' 


the Country; but if any one Tranſgreſs 
their Rites, he is excommunicated by 
the Rabbins. 

They are forbidden to ſwear in vain, 
or ſo muchas to pronounce the Name 
of God unneceſſarily ; Much leſs may 
they ſwear falſly, Leo. xix. 12. | 

'Vows are not much approved of, Vows. 
The Husband can break a Vow his 
Wife has obliged herſelf unto; but it 
mult be done within twenty four Hours 
after he has heard of it. Alſo a Father 

may diſpence a Vow of his Daughter, 
|  betore ihe is married. a | — 


It 


_ Oaths, 


Their 
Trading 


chief 


tion of Affairs, it is to be admired why 
they ſhould not neglect alſo many Ce- 
- remonies of little moment, that are be- 
come ridiculous for the fame reaſon. 
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than the reſt: There is another Man, 
whoſe bufinels it is to keep the Syna- 
gogs clean, to light the Candles, and 

d keep the Þ op ' Thitfe two are pay'd 
out of the pu 


1 


they always have different Synagogues, 
Their Circumſtances are ſuch, that 
they are althoft every where protibired 


CCC 
apply themſelves to Trade. They 


y app 


have allo 


"6-5 


All 


Ole of the Prieſts 'whitti they call 
Cn, fidgs' the Prayers much louder 


lick Stock of the Syna- 
© As rh PoMugutſe and Gerne Fees, 


differ very much in their TLitur ies, 


wid themſelves the Liberty of 
taking Nun notwithſtanding it is 


5, , a> ˙— tam, - 


All Contracts are 3 by each, 4 Con- 
of. the Parties touching a skirt of the 
Garments about the Witneſſes, and | 
they ſtand good, if there be n 6 
ws eee | 

e ould have à Writ in 
force for g and in all Writing i 
confirms it, hy adding three more to 
the Former; and theſe three are called ö 
; Judges of this Cale. 
In the greateſt Part of the World, 
the principal Rabbins determine the 
Differences that ariſe, let them be of 
what nature they will. In criminal i 
Matters, they ſubmit to the Laws of 
the Country; but if any one Tranſgreſs 
their Rites, he is excommunicated. by 
the Rabbins. thy 
hey are forbidden to ſwear in vain, 
or fo much as to pronounce the Name 
of God unneceſſarily; Much leſs may 
they ſwear falſly, Leo. xix. 12. 85 

Vows are not much approved of, Vows. 
The Husband can break a Vow his 
Wife has obliged herſelf unto; but it 
mult be done within twenty four Hours 
after he has heard of it. Alſo a Father 
may diſpence a Vow of his ORE; 
before the is Married. 


| Oathy, 


* If 


(24) 


If the breaking of the Vow which 


a Man has made, be no prejudice to a 


Perſons may looſe it: And in ſuch a 
Caſe, they ſay to him three times, be 
thou abſolved from this ber N and he i is 


. 


third Perſon, a Rabbin, or three other 


free. 


Sick. 
When any one ichinks himſelf in 


danger of his Life, he repeats his ge. 


| which he adds a Prayer to God, to re- 
ſtore him to his Health again; or if it 
| ſhould pleaſe him to take him out of 


neral Confeſſion, in the Preſence of the 
Rabbin, and ſome other Perſons, to 


this World, he recommends his Soul. to 


his Mercy, and begs that his Sins may 


Death. 


be forgiven him. If he has any ſcruple 


of Conſcience, he diſcloſes it to the Rab. 


bin, and asks his advice. 'Fhen if he 
has any Children, he gives them his 


Bleſſing, and it he has any Father or 
Mother, he receives theirs. Some will 
be rayed for in the Synagogue, and 


change their Name in token of chang- 


ing their Lives. He that is preſent 
when the Perſon Expires, rends his 


Cioaths in ſome part or other, 


"They oa it a good Work, an | 
of Sik. great Merit, to viſit . afſit the 


They 


þ 


C38 ) 


[ 


"4 They lay the dead Corps on the, of thei 


Ground, wrapp'd up in a Sheet, and ſet 
a wax Candle at the Head, in an earth» 


en Veſſel full of Aſhes. Then they 
waſh the Body with hot Water, with 


Camomile, and dry'd Roſes in it, and 
put him on a Pair of Linnen Drawers, 


Burial, 


and a good Shirt, a white Bonet on his 
Head, and his Taled with the Fringes 
to it on his Head. Thus he is put in 
the Coffin, with a white Linnen Cloth 


under, and another over him. 


Ihey reckon it a very meritorious 


Work, to accompany the Dead to the 
Grave: Therefore many People go with 


the Corps to the burying Ground, both 
Relations and others. When they have 
ſet him down there, one makes an Ora- 


tion in commendation of the Deceaſed; 
then they ſay Prayers for his Soul, and 


put a little bag of Earth under his Head, 
nail up the Coffin, and put it into the 


Grave. Then the neareſt Kinſman 
rends his Cloaths a little, and every one 
throws a Shovelful, or an Handful of 


Earth upon the Coffin, till it is quite 


covered. 


When they come from the Grave, 
every one plucks up ſome Graſs, and 


throws it behind him, ſaying out of 
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Ppal. [xxii. 16. And they of the City 


ſhall fouriſb like the Grafs of the Barth. 


The neareft Relations, when they 


are returned to the Houſe, ſit down to- 


gether on the Ground, and take off their 


Shoes, and pray for the deceaſed, Their 
Friends ſend them in Wine, and Bread, 


and hard Eggs, according to Prov, xxxi. 


6. Give ſtrong Drink unto him tha rs 


ready to periſh, &c. 
As ſoon as the Dead is carried out of 


the Houſe, they roll up the Bedding, 


and fet a Lamp at hy Bed's Head, 


which burns all the feven Days 2 | 


nl 

Thoſe that are near Relations con- 
tinue at home ſeven Days, and every 
Day ſit upon the Ground, and eat in 


that manner; during which time, they 


dare do no manner of Buſineſs. There 


come every Morning and Evening at 
leaſt ten Perſons, or more to ſay Prayers 
with the Mowncrs, and to comfort 


them, 
When that time is expired, they go 


Abroad, and ſome ſet up Lights at the 
_ Synagogue, and have Prayers ſaid, and 


offer Alms for the Deceaſed : IT his they 


do again every Year, on the Day the 


Perſon died. 
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The Son uſes to ſay Cadis, or a 


Prayer for his Father's or Mother's Soul, 

for eleven Months together, every 
Morning and Evening; and ſome faſt 
yearly upon that Day, they deceaſed, 


of Pa- 


They hold that there is a Paradiſe, fs 


or Place where the Souls of good Men, 
are to enjoy Glory in the Preſence of 


God; and that the Souls of the wick- 


ed, are tormented in Hell with Fire: 
That ſome are thus puniſhed for Eter- 


nity, and that others continue there 
only for a certain Time; and this they 8 
call Purgatory, which is not diſtin- Purgaton. 


guiſh'd from Hell, in reſpe& of the H.. 


Place, but of the Time; and that the 
Fews continue there only for one Year, 


. 


_ unleſs they be guilty of Hereſy, or ſome 
2 other great Crime. | © 


* 


Some Jes believe in Tranſmigra- Rey. 


tion, and pretend to prove it from Jobe. 


and Eccleſiaſtes: but moſt of them hold 


the Reſurrection of the Dead, as the 
Chriſtians do, according to that of 
Daniel, xii. 2. And many of them that 

ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth, ſhall 
awake, ſome to everlaſting Life, and 


ſome to everlaſting Shame and Contempt. 


_* The Law of paying Tythes to their of 


Prieſts, is no more in force, ſince there , 
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2 now but very fav 3 that have 
any Lands or Herds. There are ſome 
Prieſts and Levites, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Captivity, pretend to have pre- 
: - ferv'd their Genealogy: But the only 
Priviledge they enjoy, is the receiving 
the Redemption for the firſt Born Male. 
They bleſs the People on Holy- days, 
with theſe Words, Numb. vi. The Lord 
bleſs thee and keep thee. 

They take care not to touch any 
dead Body, not to be under the Root 
where there is one, and they may not 
marry a Woman that has bee di- 


vorced. 
of Rb I hoſe har ſtudy their Lay: keck 
kins, 1 unlawful to covet the Degree of 


Doctor. But when they ſee a Perſon 

that is well qualifyd and l:arned, they 

by common Conſent, account him a 

8 Rabbi, and call him Cacam, that i 
Aurforiiy learned or wiſe Man. 

Od Power, Theſe decide Controverſies concern- 

ing things prohibited, or not, and even 

determine Civil Differences, They mar- 

ry, and give bills of Divorce, and preach. 

They are the Heads of their Schools, 

have the uppermoſt Place at Synagogue, 

and other ESR They punith the 

r 


_ 


029 
| Diſobedient with ee egen 
and all are Oe to pay them great , 
Reſpect. 
When they make. a n Bxcom- of Ze 


munication, the People meet at the Sy- n. 
nagogue with black Torches lighted, 
and blowing Horns, they pronounce 
Curſes upon whoſoever ſhall do, or has 
done, ſuch or ſuch a Thing, and the 
People anſwer, Amen. After which 
the Fes dare not ſpeak to him, nor 
come within four yards Space of him; 
nor may he ever come to Synagogue a. a 
gain, unleſs the Rabbins abſolve him, 
and bleſs him again. | 
Since we ſpeak here of the Rabbins, 
it will perhaps not be amiſs to give a 
ſhort Account of the Talmud, the Book 
from whence they have their Learning. 
About One Hundred and Twenty =. the 
Years after the Deſtruction of the Tem- 
ple, one Rabbi Fudah, a great Fa vo- 
rite of the Emperor Antoninus Pius, ob- 
ſerving that the Zewws being diſperſed, 
the Oral Law was in danger of being 
loſt, he wrote all the Opinions and 
Traditions of the Rabbins, down to his 
Time, in a very conciſe Book, called 
Miſnah, which he divided into fix 
Parts, The Firſt, treats of Seeds and 
Tillage. 
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' Tillage. The Send, * Feſtivals. The 


Third of Marriages, and matters relating to 
Women. The Fourth, of Civil Affairs and 
Suits at Law. The Fifth, of Sacrifices. The 
Sixth, Cleanneſs and Uneleanneſs. 'Three 
Hundred and fifty Years after, two Rab- 


bins at Babylon, lein g that Bock was too 
conciſe, they. collected all the Expoſi- 


tions, Diſputes and Additions that had 
been made upon the Miſuab, adding a 


great many Sentences, Reports and Say- 


of ib ings that were to the Purpoſe: And ſo 


Talmud. making the Miſuah their Text, * 


bath. 


com Sy a Book which they called Ta 
mud Beal or the Babylonian Talmud, 


Hivided into ſixty parts, which is now in 
vogue, e there had been 


Written a Talmud at 


Which is müch obſcurer. 


| Thesab. The Jeter have the Sabbath in great- 
er Veneration than any other Feſtival, 

becauſe it is ſo often mentioned in Scrip- 

ture, and commanded immediately after 


the Creation, Gen. ii. 


The Rabbins have reduced the Works 
forbidden on that Day under thirty nine 
Heads, bg. Plowing, Sowing, Reaping, 
Ae Threſhing » Fanning, Winnow- 


ing, The 


eruſalem a few _ 
| Years before, by one Rabbi J SR, 


n' ' te: A. 


ing, Grinding, Boulting, Kneading, 
Cooking, Clipping, Whitening, Comb- 
ing, Spinning, Winding, Warping, Dy- 
ing, Tying, Untying, Sewing, Rend- 
ing in Pieces, Building, Breaking, Strik- „ 
ing with a Hammer, Hunting, Killing, | + 
Fleaing, Dreffing, taking the Hair of | 
from Hides, cutting in Pieces, Writing, + 8 
| Blotting out, ruling Paper, kindling e | 
Fire, quenching it, carrying =y thing 
from a private Place to a publick one. 
A great many Species of Work come = 
under theſe Heads; as for Inſtance, Fil. 
ing comes under Grinding ; Curding of 1 
Milk under Building, becauſe both of 
them make one Body of a great man "i 
and ſo of all the reft. Theſe Niceties "mh 
and Communications are exactly ſet down 1 4} 
by the Rabbins, which renders it very 15 428 
_ troubleſome, nay almoſt impoſſible to | 7 
obſerve the Sabbath as it ſhould be, 
They dare not kindle nor touch any 
Fire; therefore they muſt not dreſs any | = nl 
Victuals for themſelves. But thoſe that 16 "4 
have Chriſtian Servants, roaſt or boil their 
Meats halfways on Friday, and ſcruple 
not having them finiſh'd on Sabbath. . 4 
Ihey may not carry any Burthen, 15 % 
therefore they wear nothing about them „ 
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but their wearing Apparel; not; even 
allowing a Cane, but to decrepid and 


infirm People. > 


They may not diſcourſe of any man- 
ner of Buſineſs, nor give an Order for 


buying or ſelling, giving or taking. 
They may not Walk above one Mile 


out of the City, and Suburbs; nor touch _ 


any Money, nor ride in a Coach or 
on Horſeback, nor play upon any In- 


ſtrument. 


The Surgeons lye under many Re- 


ſtr ictions, but the Phyſician, if he thinks | 


df SG ß 
On Friday, they make all Proviſions. 


neceſſary for the Saturday, and about 
half an Hour before Sun ſet, they lay 
down all Work. The Women then 
light a Lamp, which hath four or ſix 
Lights, and laſts beſt part of the Night. 


The Men go to Synagogue to ſay 
Prayers: when they return and meet 
any Body, they do not ſay, good Night, 


but good Sabbath to you in like man- 


ner, on Saturday, when they ſalute one 
another, they ſay, good Sabbath to you. 
When they go to Supper, the Maſter 


of the Houſe takes a Cup of Wine, or 
0 Beer in his Hand, a nd ſay 9 a Ble fling, | 


and 


/ | MERE 


5 ( 34 } ) 12 by 
| le of it td 
all that are at Table with him; Then 
he bleſſes the Bread, and gives a Mor- 


3 


And Drinks, and gives a li 


ſel to each of them. 
The Morning following they go to 


Synagogue, where they ſing a great 


many Pſalms and Prayers, proper for 


the Celebration of the Sabbath, beſides 
the uſual Morning Prayers. Then they 


take out the Pentatench, and ſeven of 


them read the Section appointed for 
that Day, And becauſe every one out 
of Devotion, is deſirous to have a Hand 
in performing ſome of thoſe Things 


Which are to be done, as taking the 


Book out of the Cheſt, or laying it up 
again; they fell the doing of them to 
him that bids moſt; and that Money 

is either lay*d out upon the Synagogue, 
or given to the CHaunter, or to the 


Poor. BY. 5 ne, 
They have Sermons at Synagogue, 
either in the Morning or Afternoon, 


the Subject whereof, is taken from 


the Leſſon read that Day 
When the Evening is come, ſo that 
they can ſee three Stars of the middle 


Magnitude, the Sabbath is ended; then 
they ſay their uſual Evening Prayers, 
and add ſomething in Commemoration 
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of the Sabbath. And becauſe they hold 


that the Souls in Hell, or Purgatory, 
have reſt, during the Sabbath, they 
prolong their Prayers with Singing: 


When that is done, the Sabbath is over, 


and they may go to Work as ſoon as 


HY. De it ne OI is cn 
Their Feaſt of Paſſover begins on the 


Of The 


Puaſſover. 


fifteenth Day of the Month Nzſan, 


which commonly anſwers to April: It 

is Commanded in Exod. xii. and many 
other Places, to be kept in Commemo- 
ration of their going out of Egypt; the 
Scripture enjoyns them ſeven Days 
only, but thoſe that live remote from 


5 Feruſalem, they obſerve it eight Days, 


tor fear of being miſtaken in their Cal- 


The two firſt, and two laſt Days, 


they keep as ſtrict as the Sabbath, ex- 
cept that they may touch Fire, and 


before Paſſover, they ſcour and clean 
the Houſe ce 


dreſs their Victuals. As for the four 
Days in the Middle, they are only for- 
bidden to work, but they may handle 


Money. 


Duriog theſe Days, they are forbid- 


den to car, or keep in their Houſes 


leaven'd. Bread, Wherefore the Ege 


and remove all 


. a F 


2 . 8 


lea vened 


1 r * 
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ay 
] 
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leavetied ry Abd the Maſter or Mif- 


treſs of the Houſe, is obliged to go all 
{bovr, to ſee that there be none left. 


They alſo provide new Utenſils for 
the Kitchen, or ſuch as are kept, from 


Lear to Year, for the Uſe of the Paſſover ; 
only. 1 15 | 


They make Cakes of Peer 0 


Water, without any Leaven, and ſome 
with Eggs and Sugar, Which they eat 
inſtead of Bread. They drink no Beer, 
but Wine and Water, and the poorer 
Sort, make themſelves a ſort of Wine, 
of dry*d Reaſons and Water. 


In the Evening they go to Prayers 
in the Synagogue, or at home, and when 


they ſit down at Table to Supper, in- 
ſtead of the paſchal Lamb, which they 
cannot Celebrate, by reaſon of their 
Temple being deftroy'd, they have in 
a Baſon, a piece of Lamb or Kid, and 
unleaven'd Cakes, and bitter Herbs, 


as Parſley, Endive, or Lettice, &c, 


with a little Sancer of Pickle for Sauce, 
in memory of the hardſhips their Fore- 
fathers endured in Egypt. And the 
Maſter of the Houſe,” holding a Cup of 
Wine in his Hand, repeats the Ha- 
gadah, which contains the Miſeries 
they fuffered, and the Miracles which 


. God 
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God wrought for their -Deliverance, 


The ſecond Evening they do the ſame, 


and : then ; that Ceremony c 15 not per- 


formed any more during thoſe Holy 
Days. e, BF Mi 


_ Their Prayers at Synagogue, are the 
ſame which are uſed at other Holy. 


Days, only they add fomething proper 
for the Occaſion. They conclude this 
Feaſt, as they do the Sabbath, and 


then at. the end of eight Days, they 


The | 
Feaſt of 


the Weeks. 


return to the eating of leavened Bread 
again. PE © ales 


From the ſecond Evening of the 
Paſſover, they begin. to reckon the 
Forty nine Days to tbe Feaſt of Weeks, 
counting from the Time the offered. 


a Sheat of Barley, called Omer, ac. 


every | Evening after Prayers they ſay, 
75 Day are ſo many Days paſt to 


The fiftieth Day of the Omer is their 


. Feaſt of Weeks, ſo called becauſe it is 


kept at the end of ſeven Weeks. 574 It is 


inſtituted Exod, xxiii. Lev. xxiii. and 


Deut. xxvi. 


Numb. xxviii. Upon that Day they of- 


cred their Firſt Fruits in the Temple, 


(97) 


+; Mey Men M Dora; inborn 


_ Meats. | 
They have a Tradition that the Law 
was given on that Day, wherefore tl 


dreſs up their Syn FF and 1 5 
owers made into 


with all ſorts 0 
Garlands. 

Their Prayers, in the. Morning 

Aae 68 die ad and is the ; Sg 


Midner as the Sabbath, only that they 
may meddle with Fire and dreſs their 


noon they have a Sermon i in praiſcof the 


Law. 

On the Evening of the Second, they 

finiſh this Holy Day as they do the 
Sabbath. ths 


"OA 46. 


The firſt and fecond Day of their mb; te. 
Month Tiſri, which anſwers to Septem- 2 7 


ber, they call Ros aſanab, the Head or 


Beginning of the Year, Leit. xxiii. 


And becauſe they have a Tradition, 
particular 
Cognixance of the Year paſt, and dif- 


that on this Day, God takes 


ſes of the Events of the Year follow- 


ing, they ſay, on the Eve of the Feaſt, 
penitential P alms; and ſome cauſe them. 
ſelves to be whipd Thirty nine Laſhes 
to attone for their Sins. And when they 


me Tom Synagogue, * thay! ſay one 


* 750 


ment. a] 


 #dKipur. Day of the ſame Month, which is the 
& - it of Atonement, called Kipur, Les. 


(BY. 


to another, * thou written in the Book © 
of Life: For ſome hold there are two 
Books kept, and that in one of them 


are mark d down the Names of thoſe that 


ſhall live the whole Year, - and | in the | 
1 thoſe that are to die. 


At Synagogue they ub a Horn, 


which ought to be of a Goat, thirty 


Blaſts in all, to ſtrike Terror into them- 


ſelves, to remember the Judgments of 


God. Then they ſay their Prayers, and 


afterwards they found the Horn. GARE" as 
before. 


They ſpend thoſe two Days in 190 
Thing and conclude. the Feaſt as the 
others mentioned before. 

They continue to riſe every Mori 7 
beſore Day to ſay Prayers, till the ring 


xxiii. Alſo on the renth Day of this ſe- 
wenth Month there fhall To a Day of 
A ſtonement, &c. and Je Jad Mibl ny 2 


Souls. 


On the Eve of that Faſt; they maſt 
have done Supper before Sun ſet, and 


faſt without taking ſo much as a Drop of 


Water in their 2 till the Stars me” 
pear the Evening following. rok 
T hen 
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a they, 90 to angie, which mw 

5 5 is illuminated with a great. many a. 
Lights and Torches, and ſay penitential 
Prayers, which laſts two or three Hours. „„ 


Some ſtay at Synagogue all Nicht and 
take no Reſt at all. 
They ſpend the whole Day i in in 
of Prayers, and Confeſſions, and beg of 
God to forgive them their Sins. 27 
When Night is come, ſo that they 
can ſee three Stars, they ſound the Horn, 
as at the Beginning of the Year, to give 
notice that the Faſt is over, and then 
they go home to eat. # The Feaſt 
The Feaſts of Tabernacles or Tents, of f- 
which they call Succod, is on the fif-"** 
teenth of the ſame Month Tifry, in re- 
membrance of their living after that Man- 
ner in the Deſart, Leit. xxiii. 42. 26 
ſhall dwell in Booths ſeven Days, &c. 
Every one builds himſelf a Tent, in 
ſome open Place about his own Houſe, 
and covers it with Boughs, and adorns. 
it with Flowers, and hangs about it all 
| ſorts of Fruits. In theſe they ſhould 
cat and drink, and ſpend their time in- 
ſtead of being in the Houſe: but this 
Cuſtom, by reaſon of the inclemency of 
the Climate, is not obſerved ſo ſtrictly 
in theſe Parts. 


'This 


1 


This Feaſt laſts nine Dep, Oni 1 
e ede commanded. one more is 


—— pe by antient Cuſtom, (as there is alſo 
the Paſſover) and one Day is ordered 
in Nan. xxix. for the Convocation. 
Ihe two firſt and the two laſt are kept, 
as is faid in the Chap. of the Paſſover, 
are thoſe five imterimetiints Days not fo | 
They get « Branch of Palm-Tree, = 
| three Boughs of Mirtle, twoof Willows, 
and one of Citron, and tye them toge- 
ther, and hold them in their Right- 
| Hand, and a Citron in the Left, whilſt 
th 
: all” Hale becauſe they 
2. Hallelujah ; and then bring the two 


ay Pſ. cxiti. to cxviii. which they 
begin with 


Hands cloſe together, and ſhake them 


about towards the four Corners of the 


World, upwards and downwards, Lev. 
xXxiii. The hen they go about the little Al- 
tar at Synagogue, once every Day, ſing⸗ 
is Hymns with theſe Boughs in their 


Hands. 


On the ſeventh Day they add ſome 
Boughs of Willow to the Bundle, and 
go round ſeven por Bo ſingin ing Xxix. 


The laſt Day is a atk 


bu * then b of the # Pentateuch, 
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5 Calf. 


e 
actording to their Diviſions.” They then 
chuſe two Perſons: which is: call. 


Bridegrooms of the Law; the one ends 
it, and the other begins it again; | + 
On the ſeventeenth of Tamus, whiclr 2 
anſwers to June, they keep 4 Faſt, 
which is one of the voluntar) PFaſts, 8 
commanded by ſome of their Eldets; be- 1 1 
cauſe the City of. Jeruſalem ſuffered 

great Calamities on that Day, and Mo- 

ſes broke the two firſt Tables on that 
ſame _ upon Account of the Yun 


There are fome that eat no Fleſh from 

the ſeventeenth Tamuz, to the ninth of 
the following Month, nor drink any 
Wine; becauſe thoſe Days have been = 
|; unfortunate to the eur. 


The ninth Au, which Inflvers our TheFal if 


Fuly, they obſerve a very ſtrict Faſt, Ta bea 


E they call Tisha beab, becauſe on 
that Day the Temple was burn'd twice. 
The firſt by Nebuchadntzar, and the 

ſecond by Titus. J | 
bn the Eve of the Faſt they muſt have 3 
done Supper an Hour before Sun ſet, and 
not eat any thing till they ſee three 
Stars the Evening following. 
When they have done Supper, they fay : 
their uſual Prayers, and then ſeat 3 
ſelves 


„ 


ſelves on the Ground, and bead the 


Lamentations of Jeremiah, and repeat 
them again the nent Morning. 
All manner of —— are forbid 
them that Da muſt employ 
their whole A in, road] of” 7e 
ztemab, Job, and ſuch doleful Books: . 
All; The third of; Tri, they faft: dee 
| one Evening to the other, accord: | 
their uſual Cuſtom, becauſe Ge 2 
Who was à pious Man; and the only 
yl ſupport of Ira, was killed that Day, 
Ferem. xli. 1 Faſt is called Zum 
Ge dalia. 
The Fap On the tach of Tied, which an- 
of Tebed, ſwers to, September, they faſt : becauſe 
|  Nebuchaduezar lay d "Oe to Jane. 
i The. thirteenth of Adar, che Day be⸗ 
fore Purim, they Faſt; becauſe chen 
: Queen. Eſt her alte In has troubles. 
Iheſe are all the Faſts, Which they 
are Commanded to keep. Some faſt on 
Monday, Thurſday, = che Monday 
following. after Paſſover. and Purim, 
and the Eve of the new Lear: And 
ſome faſt. the V NI of N new 


oon. : 
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Many of them faſt pretty oſten out 
of private Devotion, which they look 
which anſwers to December, they have gr 
à Feaſt called Hanucab, or ' Exerciſe, 
or Renewing, becauſe the Service of the 
Temple was then renewed, which laſts 
eight Days: But they may work all 
the Time if they pleaſmmmme. 
They light one Lamp the firſt Even- 
ms, and two the ſecond, and fo on, 
till they come to eight, in remem- 
brance of a Victory which the Mac- 
cCnbeer obtained over the Greets, wo 
had defiled the Temple: And when 

they thought there was no holy Oy! 
left to light the Lamp in the Golden 

Candleſtick, they found a little Veſſel 
ſealed up, containing only Oyl enough 
to laſt one Night: But by a Miracle, it 
burut for eight Nights together. 
The fourteenth of Agar, or March, 7. 
is the Feaſt of Prim, which laſts two. f 
Days, in memory of the Fezps having 
deen delivered from their Enemy Ha- 
man, by the Interceſſion of Queen 
£fther. The Evening before, they go 
to Synagogue, and after their uſual 
Prayers, they make commemoratian of 
V their 


„ 
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ſelves on the Ground, and read the 


Lamentations of Jeremiah and repeat 


them again the next Morning. 


All manner of Recreations are forbid 


5 them that Day, and they muſt employ 


The Py 
off G 3 


of . 


their whole time in reading of e- 


remiah, Job, and ſuch doleful Books. 


The third of Tiſri, they faſt — 1 
one Evening to the other, accordi 


their uſual Cuſtom, becauſe Gedalteh, 
who was a pious Man, and the only 
ſupport of 1/-ae}, was killed that Day, 


Ferem. xli. The Faſt is called Zom 


Gedahiah. 


The Faſt. 


On the teach. of Tibed, which an- 
ſwers to September, they faſt -becauſe 


 Nebuchaduezar la y'd ſiege to Ferufa- | 


lem on that Day. 
The thirteenth of Adar, the Day be. 


65 Purim, they Faſt, becauſe then 


Queen Eſft her faſted in her troubles. 
Theſe are all the Faſts, which they 


are Commanded to keep. Some faſt on 
Monday, Thurſday, and the Monday 

following after Paſſover and Purim, 
and the Eve of the new Year: And 
. ſome faſt the * of 7 new 


3 


Many 


——_—_— ö 
Many of them faſt pretty ofren out 
of private Devotion, which they look 
upon as a very meritorious Action. 
On the twenty fifth of Chiſleu, The Fea 
which anſwers ro December, they have r 
à Feaſt called Hanucah, or Exerciſe, 
or Renewing, becauſe the Service of the 
_ Temple was then renewed, which laſts 
eight Days: But they may work all 
the Time if they pleaſe. . 
_ . - They light one Lamp the firſt Even- 
ng, and two the ſecond, and fo on, 
till they come to eight, in remem- 
brance of a Victory which the Mac- 
cabees obtained over the Erecs, who 
had defiled the Temple: And when 
they thought there was no holy Oy! 
left to light the Lamp in the Golden 
_ Candleſtick, they found a little Veſſel 
ſealed up, containing only Oy] enough 
to laſt one Night: But by a Miracle, it 
burat for eight Nights together. 
I The fourteenth of Agar, or March, e, 
is the Feaſt of Purim, which laſts two hu 
Days, in memory of the eus having 
been delivered from their Enemy Ha- 
man, by the Interceſſion of Queen 
Eſther. The Evening before, they go 
to Synagogue, and after their uſual 
Prayers, they make commemoration of 
oy © : their 


(44) 
their Deliverance, and read the Book 
of Eſther ; and as often they hear the 
Name of Haman pronounced, they 
clap their Hands, or beat the Benches, 
do ſignify that they curſe him. 
This Day they give a great many 
Alms publickly, and make one another 
Preſents, and ſpend their time in Feaſt- 
ing and Diverſion ; particularly the ſe- 
cond Evening, when they make Ban- 
quets, viſit one another, play together, 
and eat and drink more freely than at 
/ t 
hbeſe are the Cuſtoms of the preſent 
Zews : We hope, that notwithſtanding 
we have confined them to a few Pages, 


none that are of any weight have been 


left out. To conclude, ' we ſhall give 
the Reader here their thirteen Articles 
of Faith, as they are lay'd down by 
Rabbi Mofes Maimoniaes, the Egyptian, 
in his Expoſition of the Miſnah, which 
are received by all Jews, without con- 


tradiction. 


I. That there is o God, Creator of 
gall Things, the firſt Cauſe of all Beings, 
who can ſubſiſt independent of the 
- Ws but nothing can ſubſiſt without 


| VV. That 


(s) 


II. That this God rhe Creator is 


one, indiviſible, and has ſuch an Unity, 
28 differs from all other Unities. 


III. That he is incorporeal, and that 


no corporeal Quality can poſſibly be 


imagined to be in him. 


IV. That he was from Eternity, wal 
that every thing beſides him, had its 


beginning | in Time. 


V. That he is the only Object of 
Worſhip p, and that no other may be 


adored, or obſerved, either as Media- 
tors, or Interceſſors. 


VI. That there have been ad 
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may be again, Perſons diſpoſed for the 


receiving of the divine ne that 
is Prophets. 


VII. That Moſes w was a greater pro- 
phet, and was endowed with a different 
and higher Degree oſ 3 than | 


all others. 


VIII. That the Laws which Moſes 
has left, were all of them dictated by 
God, and that Moſes put not one Sylla- 


dle of himſelf: And alſo that the Ex- 


planation of theſe Precepts which they 


hold 
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hold by Tradition, came all out of the 


Mouth of (rod to Moſes. 


TX. That this Law is immutable, 


and that there may be nothing ether 


added to it, or taken from it. 
3 That God kaows/ and us re· 


gard to all human Actions. 


XI. That God rewards all thoſe that 


| obſerve his Laws, and puniſhes thoſe 


who tranſgreſs them : -And that the 
greateſt Reward is the World to come, 
and that the Damaation of the Soul, : 


is the greateſt Puniſhmenc. 


XII. That there n lab, 


| who ſhall be more worthy than all the 


Kings that were in the' World before 


. him; and tho? he defers his coming. 
| yet it may not be doubted, but he if 


come; nor may any one prefix a time 
for his coming, nor endeavour to ga- 


ther the time of it from Scripture. 


That there is never more to be 2 King 
in Iſrael, which is not of the Race of 
Dacia and Solomon. : 


KH I. That (od wil raiſe the e Dead. 


. eee eee ee eee e 


THE 


| Schlisus and Sxcrs 
Or THE 


JEW 1 


* alter gabe Death, when they form 
themſelves into two ſe Cs — 
z. the Kingdom 


Hfrael. 


latrous Practices, which they * te 
they were looked upon by the Pe 
of Judab, as the 1 44 61 Hereti 


: Of which we find ſeveral Inftances i in 0 


the New Teftament. 


In the time of Chriſt, the Phariſeaus, | 


955 the Saduceans, and the {[entens, made 
much noiſe among the Jesus. 


The ee joyn d to the Letter 


ol the Law, à great number of Tra- 
ditions, that hac cen preſerved with- 
1 out 


DHE Erft and chief Divifios among 
the Zews, A lp ay nf Z 


Fudab, and af . 


Thoſe of rac, built themſelves | 
1 places of Worſhip, Temples, and Al- 
tars, to offer upon: and for their ido- 
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8 cout Writing, and mixd abundance of 
Superſtition with the wholeſome Doct- 
rine they profeſſed. They were ex- 
treamly ſcrupulous about the exterior 
Practice of Piety, and at laſt, became 
mere Hypocrites. They believed the 
Immortality of the Soul &c. The New 
Teſtament has drawn their Character to 
the Life, to which I refer the Reader. 
The Sadduceans believed in Free- 
will; but as they interpreted the Scrip- 
ture according to the litteral Senſe, they 
thought themſelves not obliged to be- 
lieve, either Reſurrection, the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, Angels or Spirits. 
They adored God for the ſake of tem- 
poral Bleſſings, in which they placed all 
their Happineſs. Some of the Chief of 
the Nation were of that Perſuaſion. 
The Eſeniens followed a very auftere 
Life in retired Places. They ſpent 
much time in Meditation and Prayers + 
Some enjoyned themſelves perpetual 
Chaſtity : They had their ollellions in 
common, and behaved after ſuch 4 
manner, that ſome of the Fathers have 
taken them for Chriſtians, © 
Ihe principal Seats among the pre- 
ſent Fews, are the Samaritans, the 
Caraites, and the Rabbiniſts, mh | 
FF ne 
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The Samaritans have their Name, 
from. the Capital of their Kingdom, 


Swhich was Samaria, where their 
Kings reſided. They live at preſent, 
at Gaza, Naples, Damaſcus, Car, 
and other places of the Eaſt. Their 
Temple is upon Mount Garizim, 


where they offer Sacrifices. They are 


of the Tribe of Ephraim, and have a 


High Prieſt, who they ſay is deſcended 


4 from Aaron, They have the five 1 


of Moſes, in the ſame number of Let- 


ters that the Jes have, and in the 
ſame Words, only that their Letters 
are ſhaped other ways, and are the ori- 


ginal Characters: For which reaſon 
they call Eſaras an Impoſter, becauſe 


he wrote the Pentateuch in the Cha- 
rater which he brought from CHaldea. 
They believe only the Pentateuch to 


be Authentick. They have ſome of the 


other Books of the Bible, but different 
from ours, which they think not to be 


Sacred. 


They not only reject the Talmud, 
but alſo ridicule the other Zezws, for 
having ſo great eſteem for thoſe tabulous 
Books, They avoid all ſuperſtitious 
Ceremonies, and adhere to the Senſe of 
the Letter, which their Prieſts explain 
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oy tcwebey four Books of Sctit ipture, as the 
Nabbiniſtrdo. They are more pure fro 
oy Superſtition for they give no'credit to 
cabaliſtic Explications, nor fabulous Al. 
| obe þ and rejeQall the'Conftirutions 


raite in hs L.coant; will turn Rabbi. 
t, they will not receive him ; and 1 
tie has a mind that his Children ſhould 


he accounted Rabbinifts, he muſt mar- 
ry a Slave. 


N 


10 Origin of the Coraines was RY 
the e cighth Cenituty, when the T aimu/ 
was publiſhed.” They receive the 


the Miſnah and Talmud, if they are 


not 8 to Scripture 


They think it nat ef to put 


' Parchments or Mezuzoth upon the 
Doors de for to put on the Tephillin 


when they 4 1 pa They may ea 
Milk ang Ie together, Gr. and by 
this, they avoid a great number of 
_ Ceremonies. and Superſtitions 1 Where 


fore they are ha ted b the Rabhiniſt. 
And it is reported; char When a Car- 


The Rabbinifts (the Inhabitants 0 
theſe King 2doms) are thoſe Jetur that 


__ Cloſely adhere to the Traditions of their 
Rabbins in the Miſnah and Tamud, 
and are ſttict obſervers of the Cere- 
| monies contained in theſe Pages, 5 
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